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Dove Tales 

Angels 
Corner 

We are all 
angels with only 

one wing.  We can 
only fly while 

embracing each  
                       other. 

—Luciano de Crescenzo 

Thanks… 
… to Eric Morrison and Eric Olsen 
for all the work they do around the 
church—painting, patching, etc., 
inside and out, and to Ron Isaacs for 
helping them clean up the electrical 
room… 

… to Clare Levin, Dean Chapman, 
Mark Middleton, Ray Betts and 
Cyndy Ryan for sharing their 
reflections at the Wednesday evening 
Lenten worship services… 

… to the Fellowship Team for 
facilitating the Soup & Bread Suppers 
during Lent… 

… to EVERYONE who made soup, 
furnished bread, crackers, cornbread 
and other soup condiments… 

… to Sharon Barnard for her 
organizational skills and her 
leadership of FaithWalk… 

… to all the brave souls who came 
out on clean-up day April 8, to spruce-
up the church – cleaning out storage 
closets, spare office, organizing 
classrooms, including toys and play 
things in the nursery; cleaned and 
sanitized tables and chairs… 

… to the Worship & Music Team for 
their beautiful Holy Week worship 
services… 

… to Faye Bastarache for leading the 
Holy Week and traditional  worship 
music Easter Sunday… 

… to David Bruley for leading the 
contemporary worship music Easter 
Sunday… 

… to Joshua Anderson, Michele 
Anderson and Jackie Hopkey for 
their help with the sound board and 
setting up the worship services for the 
projector screen during Holy Week... 

... to Loretta for maintaining the 
running of the church office, during all 
the hustle and bustle of Holy Week 
preparations… 

… to Sally Magnuson, Norma 
Kesling and the Worship & Music 
Team for hosting the Easter Vigil 
celebration… 

… to the Transition Team for their 
continuing work on the Ministry Site 
Profile. 
 

IT TAKES MANY HANDS 
WORKING TOGETHER TO DO 

GOD’S WORK 

   

Baptism and Affirmation of Baptisms 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was celebrated Saturday, 
April 15, at the Easter Vigil, to welcome Algin Brooks, Jr. 
into the Body of Christ.  

The following new members also affirmed their baptism at the 
Easter Vigil: Desiree Chapman, Karen Dunn, Bruce 
Hammerstone, Jenny Knox, Betty Kovach, Donna 
Lawhead, Tiquan Manning, Betsy Onokonwomo, 
Charlene Mikkelsen, Eric Morrison, Barb Morton, Bob 
Morton, Gary Torstenson, Mary Torstenson, Jessyka 
Walker, Olivia Walker, Owen Walker and Skyler Walker.  
Holy Spirit warmly welcomes our new friends into the body 
of Christ and into the mission we share. 
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Holy Spirit 
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OFFICE HOURS 
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Keith Hopkey, President 702 255-9042 
Michele Beck, Vice Pres. 702 540-0637 
Kevin Cannon, Secretary 702 631-6334 
Jim Cassidy 630 740-8003 
Matthew McMahan Youth Rep 
Mike McMahan 702 243-9283 
Janet Saterlie 702 658-8042 
Marsha Stephenson  702 645-4316 
Cindy White 702 243-5647 
Dottie Stockton Treasurer 
Eileen Miers Recording Secretary 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor/Layout: 

Jackie Hopkey – 702 255-9042 
E-Mail: JackolynH@aol.com 

Proof: Ruth Ann Isaacs, Loretta Block 
Collators: Ruth Ann Isaacs, 

Sue Mayer, Mary West 

Council President – Keith Hopkey 
 
“Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that 
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” Philippians 2: 9-11 (NRSV) 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  I hope you had an opportunity to 
participate in some of the Holy Week services from Maundy 
Thursday through Easter Sunday!  Attending any or all of 
them couldn’t help but give one a feeling of the Holy Spirit’s presence at Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church!  Thank you to all who spent so many hours behind the scenes 
preparing the services!  Thank you to Pr. Tom’s worship leadership and for 
introducing us to some wonderful traditions during Holy Week culminating with 
“champagne and hot cross buns” at the Easter Vigil! 

Through March, our estimate of giving from members and friends reflects a shortfall of 
only (-$373.24)!  Thank you for all your support of God’s work at Holy Spirit through 
your prayers, attendance, volunteering and financial aid! 

Are you following the Transition Team’s results and progress on the Transition 
Timeline wall in the Fellowship Hall?  One can see a picture developing on the type of 
church Holy Spirit is and the qualities of a pastor we are seeking!  More work to be 
done but the results thus far validates the ELCA system is working for us!  Thank you 
all for participating in the surveys and to the Transition Team for pulling it all together! 

The Call Committee members will be voted on at the May Council meeting and their 
first meeting with the Bishop will be scheduled in June following the adoption of Holy 
Spirit’s Ministry Profile, planned for June 4 at 9:40am in the sanctuary. 

In the February “That’s the Spirit” newsletter, I asked for your thoughts on our 
“homeless encampment” situation.  I learned Holy Spirit approved a “no overnight 
sleeping” policy March 2010.  This policy was reaffirmed at our March 21, 2017 
Council meeting.  Reasons include primary safety concerns due to increase of needles, 
drugs, belligerent attitudes, threats of legal action by the medical firm directly to the 
north of our parking lot, and cell company concerns regarding damage to their 
equipment.  During the council’s discussion Pr. Tom shared that we do have a 
“compassionate approach” to the increasing number of “homeless visitors”.  Pr. Tom 
and Loretta inquire of their needs, mention our “in-church” programs, offer prayers, 
hugs, food bags, assist with money where appropriate, and tell them about the various 
organizations available for assistance, even arranging rides.  They are happy to share 
their experiences with you, good and bad, in working with the many homeless they 
encounter daily! 

Now to a change that we feel is necessary to a welcoming, evangelizing and 
growing church!  On June 4, 2017 we will revert to our summer Sunday time schedule 
—“contemporary worship” at 8:30am and “traditional worship” at 10:30am.  Current 
plans, approved by the Council April 18, 2017, are to continue that time schedule when 
we begin our Fall programs.  Church studies reflect that people are reluctant to attend a 
worship service that extends into the afternoon hours, and quarter-hour times are not 
popular or conducive to remembering start times.   

Pastors, members and friends from other churches have also commented on our late Sunday “traditional” worship hour and remind us 
how difficult it is to attract people and grow that service based on its late timing.  Sunday School is still planned to be between 
services which is a popular time.  This change appears to be the best solution to our wishes to offer a timely Sunday morning 
“traditional worship service”!   

“Thank you Lord for your loving kindness, mercy and saving Grace!” 
 
 God’s work. Our hands. 
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Transition Team 

 
The first meeting of the Transition Team was March 4, 2017, 
where each person volunteered for a task. 
 Jimmy McDonald is our prayer leader. 
 Ruth Ann Isaacs is our chairperson. 
 Cyndy Ryan, Amy Trunoske, and Fred Schrumm 

work on our transition wall in the fellowship hall. 
 Janet Saterlie represents church council and is our 

demographics and statistics person. 
 Terry West is our recorder and presenter to the 

congregation. 
 Pastor Tom Anderson is our leader 

 

At our first meeting we were handed a blank copy of the 
document we must complete before the Call Committee is in 
place.  This document is called the Ministry Site Profile 
(MSP).  This document is required by the synod to select a 
slate of pastoral candidates for our Call Committee to 
consider.  

The MSP describes our community near us and the area we 
live in.  It also asks for our church history, activities, and our 
community outreach such as Senior Meals, Nevada 
Partnership for Homeless Youth, Lutheran Social Services, 
Family Promise, and other ways our congregation serves.  

The MSP will be made available to the Bishop, our Call 
Committee, and pastoral candidates. 

Some of the items we have dealt with so far are our church 
budget and financial position. 
 We have looked at trends that are happening in our church 

and in our surrounding community.  
 We have discussed demographic information, businesses, 

services, churches and homes in the neighborhood within 
three and five miles of our church. 

 We must include changes that have occurred in our 
church and in the surrounding community in the past 
three – five years. 

 We made mention that our church is used by outside 
groups. 

 We noted that the congregation is blessed with great 
leaders and a church council who take care of the business 
of the church very well. 

 We included information about our strategic plans for the 
future and how much energy we have to carry out these 
plans.  

 We noted that we are an aging congregation but we are 
still  active. 

 

We are now dealing with the surveys that many of you have 
taken.  The questions that are in the surveys come from the 
Ministry Site Profile document.  We have changed the format 
but kept the questions the same.  Cyndy and Terry have 
produced the surveys but Cyndy, Michele Anderson-Beck, 
and Loretta have done the work putting them on e-mail and 
Internet. 

As of April 10, 2017, we have received 95 responses to the 
first survey and 75 to the second.  The third survey has been 
completed and sent out – please take some time to complete it.  
We thank you for participating.  The summary of the surveys 
will be put up on the transition wall in the Fellowship Hall. 

We ask you to pray for our team as well as the call 
committee!    
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Worship & Music Ministry 

 
irst things first.  Thank you, 
thank you, thank you! - to all 
who participated in making our 

Lenten and Easter celebrations such 
wonderful 
experiences.  
We 
prayerfully 
and sadly 
followed our 
Savior to the 
cross and 
then joyfully 
witnessed 
His conquering of death through 
resurrection.  An amazing journey 
shared with an amazing 

congregation.  The old adage, ‘ask and it shall be given’, is so 
much a part of daily life in this Christian family.  Seeing the 

Easter smiles of happiness on so many faces certainly 
places at the top of the humbling and joyous scale.  

Speaking of joy, we continue celebrating the Easter 
season through May (the 50 days of Easter).  Our lessons 
follow Jesus as the risen Christ and loving shepherd, 
encouraging early Christians to keep their belief strong, 
lifting them during horribly challenging times, and 
preparing the disciples for His ascension to our heavenly 
Father.  Naturally, these lessons apply to our personal life 
journeys with Christ. 

Keep the faith.  Keep up your attendance.  For 
goodness sake, help our team with suggestions that will 
help everyone’s worship experience to be as meaningful 
as possible. 

May God bless you all with abundant love and 
strength of commitment. 

On a personal note, dear friends, blessings and thanks for 
all my 80th birthday greetings.  They were all so amazing.  

Norma Kesling 

The Zimbelstern 
Have you ever noticed the bells high above the piano, sitting 
on one of the speakers in the sanctuary?  This instrument is 
called a Zimbelstern, German for “Cymbal Star”.  It consists 
of a metal or wooden star on which several small bells are 
mounted.  The bells themselves do not rotate, but a rotating 
device in the center strikes the bells.  It is activated by the 
organ and played during festival events, especially Easter and 
Christmas.  The Zimbelstern was common in northern Europe, 
Germany in particular, starting in the 16th century. 

You may have seen the child of the Zimbelstern in a popular 
holiday table decoration, where candles turn a windmill which 
strikes small cymbals. www.zimbelstern.com 

Greetings from the Altar Guild 

Heartfelt thanks and kudos from me, to ALL of those who 
participated in the Holy Week services and festivities!!  We 
even “adopted” some adults and young people to help out, 
which they did willingly.   

Easter Vigil was especially magical because of all of you!  
Then there were those who just stepped up and said, “What 
can we do?” — You know who you are!  Thank you, thank 
you!  We are all blessed by your service. 

The parament for May will remain white as we continue 
to celebrate Easter until June 4, 2017. 

In His service, 

Clare Levin 

 

F
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 Children’s Ministry 
 

 The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults 
  through Christian Education and Fellowship. 
 

t’s hard to believe another great 
Sunday School year is about to 
come to a close!  The last day of 

Sunday School is May 28.  We will 
have a special 
Celebration 
Sunday to 
celebrate a great 
year of learning 
more of the 
wonderful 

stories about God and Jesus, our Lord 
and Savior, and His awesome love for 
us.   

We will have some special 
activities and snacks as well as the 
presenting of 
Perfect and 
Excellent 
Attendance 
Awards for the 
entire Sunday 
School year.  Thank you parents and 
grandparents who brought your 
children/grandchildren to Sunday 
School on a regular basis to grow their 
faith and fellowship with others in 
their church family.   

All of those children with summer 
birthdays will receive their birthday 
dog tag and may pick a birthday gift 
from the prize box on the last day of 
Sunday School for this school year.  

As we close 
out the year, I 
would like to 
thank our 
wonderful team 
of Sunday School 
teachers for 
sharing their time 

and talents with our young people this 
year by teaching Sunday School.   

Thank you to: Judi Hempel -
Preschool teacher, Carol Rinta - 
Preschool Assistant for first half of the 
Sunday School year; Marsha 
Stephenson and Gwen Jolls - 
KG/1st/2nd Grade teachers; Fred 
Schrumm and Edie Bush - 
3rd/4th/5th Grade teachers; Shante 
Manning - Sunday School assistant; 
Rebekkah Signoretti - substitute 
teacher.  Thank you to Tim Beasley 
for leading our opening time with 
praise songs, both old and new.  

Our Sunday School Easter Egg 
Hunt on Palm Sunday, April 9 was 
lots of fun as usual.  The Confirmation 
Class students and other youth did a 
great job of dividing up and hiding all 
the eggs for each class.  Thanks to all 
the youth who helped with this!  We 
couldn’t have done it without you!  

Have a great summer everyone! 
Be sure to make plans to attend 
Vacation Bible School in June.   

We will have a Children’s 
Ministry Team planning meeting in 
July (look for specific date in 
upcoming newsletter).  We are always 
looking for new 
team members with 
new ideas for 
Children’s Ministry.  
Plan to attend a 
meeting or speak 
with me at church, 
or via email —
jolls.gwen@yahoo.com. 

Blessings to you! 
Gwen Jolls

 
Congratulations to the following 

Sunday School students with Perfect 
Attendance for March 2017:  

Preschool 
Carolina Caison 
Jayda Caison 
Zakia Clark 
Parker Rinta 

KG/1st/2nd Grade 
Isabella Quarnstrom 

Zania Smith 
3rd/4th/5th Grade 

June Charles 
Gaverial McGregor Rinta 

Julius Quarnstrom 
 
 
 

… will not meet in May. 
 

 

 

 

I
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Youth & Family Ministry

elcome to May!  As I start writing this article on the 
morning of the Easter Vigil, I try to stay at ease 
during the calm before the storm, I reflect on my 

amazement for this congregation!  I feel like I should be 
panicked, frantic, and nervous— about what we still need or 
what still needs to be done before tomorrow’s big Easter 
Breakfast.  

But as I sit here, I feel at peace, like “I got this!”  This feeling 
can only be because of the continuous support Holy Spirit 
gives for this annual fundraiser.  No matter how behind I 
always feel, I always know that Holy Spirit has my back!  
‘Ask and you shall receive.’  And these youth; wow are they 
great!  Not only could this event not be successful without our 
members, but could not happen without our youth!   

This is by far our most profitable fundraiser, but also the one 
that requires the most work and the most people to make it so 
successful.  So, thank you all for your continued support! 
Thank you to all the members who donated and ate breakfast; 
Ruth Ann Isaacs for all her wisdom and tricks of the trade, 
and her husband Ron for setting up the scary coffee pot; 
Loretta for always having my back; Jill Chenicek for being 
my ‘partner in crime’, and without whom, most of our events 
would not be possible; and thank you to those who made 
extremely generous donations.  

Our rock star youth in attendance were:  Caroline Trunoske 
and Johnny Trunoske, Jeremiah Anderson and his amazing 
mom Jennifer, Lasha Chenicek, Tyler Schoenwald and 
Chloe Schoenwald (and Chloe’s friend CeCe), Chloe Ryan, 
Zachary Bell Nance and Thaddeus Nance, Matthew 
McMahan, Daniel Powell, Janet Hayden, Shay Hayden and 
Evelyn Hayden, Chelsea Sanderock and Jayde Sanderock!   

We raised a total of: $848!!   

Wow, just WOW!  We had more people attend this year than 
my last four years as youth leader.  Unfortunately, I was so 
busy trying to ensure the success of our fundraiser, I did not 
get one picture of our wonderful youth at work!   

I am so excited at how these donations pave the way for our 
five youth and two adult leaders to attend Western States in a 
few months!  All of the remaining funds will help fund future 
youth trips, such as the National Youth Gathering in Houston 
next summer!!  It is hard to put into words how much I love 

these events for our youth.  They are just such an important 
part of their spiritual journey during these important 
‘formative’ years!    

One of April’s other annual youth productions was our Easter 
Vigil reading.  With the usual weeks of preparation and stress 
for perfection, each year we try to come up with a youthful 
and witty reading performance.  This year was a little 
different, because we did not have to include a singing 
performance with our reading, but no less stressful. After 
coming up with the version to read, and the concept, the 
execution of said concept was much easier said than done!   

With little spare time, and seemingly no help from the 
Internet, I finally found the tools to execute our plan.   Down 
to the wire, and with many last minute time-saving changes, 
you have already viewed the final product (and if not, I will 
post on our Facebook page)…Thank you Joshua Anderson 
for all your hard work in helping create and produce our final 
product.  And thank you Shamika Manning, Brian Caison, 
Johnny Trunoske, Chloe Ryan, Matthew McMahon, 
Zachary Bell-Nance, Daniel Powell, Tyler Schoenwald, and 
Joshua and Jeremiah Anderson.    

So, here’s the low-down for the next few months:  

May: We have the annual NPHY Bowling fundraiser on 
Saturday, May 13 from 12pm to 3pm. If you haven’t already 
signed up to join the team, get in touch with me ASAP.  This 
is always such a fun event for such a wonderful cause!   

June: The time has finally arrived for Western States!  Cannot 
wait to write my article after that event 
and show the slideshow of our trip!  

July is TBD as I will be taking an 
amazing trip to Hawaii with my family 
and some of our best friends!  (I am sure 
Maxwell will tell you all about it.) 

So until next time…. 

Hugs and Blessings, 

Amy Trunoske 

 

W

Joshua, Jeremiah, Brian, Shamika, Johnny, Zach, Greg - as they appeared in the Easter Vigil Video 

(PS: Be sure to check out the 
Holy Spirit web page after the 
newsletter is mailed to see 
these “costumes” in color!) 
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Fellowship ~ Prayers

 
 
 
 

here is the time going??  It’s 
already May.  The 
temperature is definitely 

climbing higher daily.  The flowers on 
my cacti are blooming beautifully … 
sure do wish those flowers would last 
longer.  Mothers’ Day is in a couple of 
weeks, and soon the kids will be out of 
school for the summer.  Wow! 

The Wednesday night Soup and 
Bread Suppers were well attended.  
Were you there?  We served a total of 
204 people over the 5-week period.  
There were 24 different soups brought 
in to share with others over the same 
5-week period.   We always had 
plenty of bread as well as peanut 
butter and jelly, too. 

The time of Lent, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter 
Vigil, and glorious Easter Sunday are 
all behind us now.  The Fellowship 
Team is looking forward to making 
plans for the church picnic – 
tentatively set for June 18.  More 
information regarding that in the next 
newsletter.   

The kitchen is clean thanks to 
Karen Dunn who keeps the floor 
shiny.  She also took some time and 
cleaned the refrigerator.  Peggy 
Kennedy took it upon herself to clean 
the oven.  Man oh man, does it shine 
now!  Thank you, ladies!  Now … 
let’s all try to keep things clean, okay? 

By the way, the kitchen now has a 
bulletin board.  Please use it to let me 
know when supplies are running low 
so I can make a trip to Costco! 

As I mentioned earlier, the hotter 
weather is 
coming.  Lots of 
water is 
consumed each 
week.  When you 
are out shopping, please take it upon 

yourself to pick up a case (or more) to 
donate.  The small (8 oz.) bottles are 
preferred, but the larger ones are 
always acceptable. Lots of unfinished 
bottles are found around the church, 
and if the small bottles were available, 
perhaps less water would be wasted.  
Thanks! 

The next Fellowship Team 
meeting will be on Tuesday, May 2, 
at 6:30 pm.  Let’s get together for a 
short time and make our picnic plans 
as well as other 
things that we need 
to discuss and DO. 

If you’d like to 
be a part of our fun 
and ambitious team, 
give me a call … or 
just come to our 
meeting. 

That’s all for now! 

Ruth Ann Isaacs 
Home 702 839-0362  

Cell 702 839-8201  
2risex@cox.net 

Redeeming God, 
your church 
proclaims your 
gospel of truth 
and courage. 
Gather your 
children together 
to share in the 
promise of 
Christ.  

Hosanna, 
Son of David - lead your children to 
care for your good creation and all its 
inhabitants: lands, waters, plants, and 
all living creatures.  

Bring companionship to those 
who feel abandoned, comfort to those 
in pain, hope to those in despair, and 
healing to all in need, especially; 
Cathy Adams, Virginia 
Bartholomew, Tim Beasley, Alora 
Cavalieri, Jill Chenicek, Betty 
Davis, Lillian Dilworth, Helen 
Geraci, Bruce Hammerstone, Joe 
Hauser, Susan Hicks, Sandy 
Hughes, Jo Jirousek, Dave Johnson, 
Mike Jolls, Lisa Mueller, Bob 
Nance, Jean Pritchett, Keith Quirk, 
Ray & Corey Schaefges, Rebekah 

Signoretti, Lori Smith, Earl & June 
Wall, Nancy Wier, and Jennie 
Zweifel.   

Also in our prayers: Cathy 
Adams’ granddaughter, Holly, her 
great-granddaughter, Zoey, and her 
friend, Angie; Nancy McDonald’s 
dad, Art; Linda Middleton’s uncle, 
and her friend, Ilan; Mark 
Middleton’s cousin Joyce Rose and 
his grandmother; Dorothy 
Morrison’s dad, Bill, and her friend, 
Nancy; Kathy Moses’ son, Ronnie; 
Dick Moyer’s nephew, Eric 
(deployed to Iraq); JoAnn Nance’s 
father, Frank; Howard Olson’s 
friend, Nannette; Amy Trunoske’s 
stepdad, Robert; and Don Wittes 
granddaughter. 

Walk with this community as we 
remember your life-giving passion and 
death.  Send us forth burning with 
desire to share your word with a 
hurting world.   

Into your hands, merciful God, 
we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your steadfast love; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A mother’s prayer 
A.T. Pierson writes that “all true 
prayer trusts [God] to give his own 
answer, not in our way or time, or 
even to our own expressed desire, but 
rather to his own unutterable groaning 
within us which he can interpret better 
than we.”  
 As an example, Pierson points to 
Monica, the mother of the man who 
came to be known as 
Saint Augustine. 
Although Monica 
“pleaded with God that 
her dissolute son might 
not go to Rome, that 
sink of iniquity,” he 
went anyway. While there, he met 
Ambrose, bishop of Milan, who led 
him to the Christian faith. Saint 
Augustine is considered one of the 
most important church fathers. 
 “God fulfilled the mother’s desire 
while denying her request,” Pierson 
writes. How might God be meeting 
your desires, even amid what appear 
to be unanswered prayers? 

 

W
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Maxwell’s Musings
 

“Do not be 
afraid of 
tomorrow, for 
God is already  
there.” 

—Unknown 

t was a busy, busy Holy Week at 
Holy Spirit!  So many caring 
volunteers came in to help when 

Tim, our Music Minister, unexpectedly 
ended up in the hospital.  
From musicians to 
computer techs, we 
were all ‘jumping’!  
I think all the Easter worship attendees 
had no idea of all that occurred behind 
the scenes to get everything ready.  All in 
all, our worship services came off 
without a hitch, thanks to all who put 
their heads, hands, hearts and talents to 
work!  Cheers to all of you! 

I shared with you last month about 
Dick Moyer receiving his ‘oh-so-late-in-
coming’ Bronze Star from his service in 
Vietnam.  While at the ceremony in 

Carson 
City, Dick 
was 
advised 
that he 
would not 
have time 
to speak, 
however, 
the 
schedule 
permitted 
him one 

minute to say something.  Dick says he 
remembered he had some notes and a 
quote in his jacket pocket; the quote is 
simple but powerful: 
“How wonderful it is that nobody need 
wait a single moment before starting to 
improve the world.” — Anne Frank. 
 I had a couple of great vacations last 
month (before the Holy Week scramble).  
I crept into the Hempel’s carry-on 
luggage for a trip to Hawaii.  It was 
pretty crowded in there - Judi carries a 
lot of stuff.   
 The first week we were at a resort in 
Princeville, Kauai.  We started off the 
week with a snorkeling tour led by a reef 
guide.  That was a bit scary for a land-
based mouse like me and for Judi who is 
not a good swimmer.  I didn’t see all of 

the different kinds of fish that the others 
saw – they didn’t have a mask small 
enough for me!  I was on Judi’s shoulder 
as she lay across the boogie board being 
pulled by Dwight and Jimmy, the guide, 
with her face in the water.  I should have 
whispered in her ear that her legs were 
getting red!  She discovered the bad 
sunburn after the 1 1/2 hour drive back to 
the resort.  

 
 Next day was more water adventure 
on a catamaran along the beautiful and 
wild NaPali coast.  If we were quick 
enough, we caught sight of whales and 
dolphins.  Everyone had to leave their 
shoes in a locker on the dock.  Again, 
Judi didn’t put enough sunblock on the 
tops of her feet and got an even worse 
sunburn on them.  She really should 
know better.   
 Now she really can’t get shoes on, 
but needed hiking boots on to go to the 
Taro Farm the next day in Hanalei (of 
Puff the Magic Dragon fame).  Taro is a 
very important food plant for Hawaiians. 
It takes a lot of sloppy work in wet fields, 
to farm the taro by hand each day.  
 After three uncomfortable days, Judi 
didn’t want to ride horseback to the 
picnic at Silver Falls, so I rode on the 
front of Dwight’s saddle.  Judi rode up 
on the ATV with the picnic lunch. 
Friday, we moved to Hilo, on the Big 
Island. 
 It should have been an easy move, 
but the plane was late leaving Kauai so 
we missed the departure in Maui and had 
to go to Honolulu, then to Hilo.  We were 
all tired by the time we checked into the 
hotel.  Thank goodness it was close to the 
airport.   
 Early the next morning, we took the 
helicopter flight over the volcanoes.  
Judi has wanted to do this for over 30 
years.  It was fantastic, but a little scary.  
There were no doors on the helicopter!  
Once, Judi leaned out a little and I 

thought I was going to 
be blown away.  I scurried into her jacket 
pocket.   
 She and Dwight talked about seeing 
the red-hot lava pouring into the crater.  
We were looking at a smaller crater, not 
the infamous Kilauea caldera.  They also 
saw steam where the lava flows into the 
ocean.  Dwight wanted to hike out to that 
place, but when we went to Volcanoes 
National Park the next day, we 
discovered it was a rough ten-mile hike 
over the lava flows.  Not this time.  

 By now, Judi’s feet are fully 
blistered so she gave up trying to doctor 
them and went to the clinic the next day. 
Armed with an antibiotic ointment and 
bandages, Judi settled into the resort unit 
for a couple of days without shoes.  Poor 
Dwight!  He became very familiar with 
the location of all of the pharmacies. 
 Thursday, we went down 100 feet 
under the bay in a submarine to view the 
fishes of the reef.  Judi said there were 
many of the same species she had seen 
snorkeling.  The next day we were up at 
13,700 feet on Mauna Kea for sunset by 
the observatories.  It was hard for a little 
creature like me to breathe and I didn’t 
want to scamper around.  But, was that 
ever glorious!  And, the evening didn’t 
stop there!   
 We went down to the 9,000-foot 
level and set up a telescope to look at 
Jupiter and the Orion nebula.  Judi was 
amazed!  She kept saying that she 
thought Mauna Kea was sacred and no 
outsiders were allowed up there.   
 After two weeks, we were ready to 
come home and tell everyone about the 
trip.  It was an amazing trip and I’ll never 
forget it – Hawaii is beautiful! 
 
 
Maxwell (continued next page) 
 
 

I
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Maxwell (continued from page 

After getting some rest, I heard 
that Ron and Ruth Ann Isaacs were 
going to Florida, so I packed and 
managed to get into Keith Hopkey’s 
car when he delivered them to the 
airport in the wee hours of the 
morning.  I jumped into Ron’s pocket, 
curled up, and took a nap.   

The next thing I knew, I was in 
sunny, HUMID, Ft. Myers.  Ruth 
Ann’s brother, Ted, and his wife, 
Janet, are snow-birds (or to be more 
poetically correct – winter visitors).  
They live in a modular, NOT 
MOBILE, home in a retirement 
community.  Ruth Ann’s other 
brother, Bob, and his wife, Gwen, 
came from Chicago, and the fun 
began!   

The brothers and sister laughed 
and reminisced for the next week.  
That made Ron, Janet, and Gwen 
laugh – me, too!  Each of them was 
finding out things about their 
particular spouse for the first time.  
We did lots of eating and drinking.  I 
really enjoyed sneaking an occasional 
sip of someone’s Margarita or beer.  

(Can I say that in a church 
newsletter?)  The seafood 
was delicious, too.   

We went to a couple of 
flea markets.  I was worried 
when I heard the word 
‘flea’, but all was well for me as I 
stayed nicely in Ron’s pocket.  Of 
course we went to the pool as well as 
to the beach.  Everyone THOUGHT 
they’d gotten enough sun block 
rubbed on, but somehow, Ron forgot 
about the tops of his feet (I had 
already experienced that scenario 
with Judi in Hawaii!).  Can we say 
RED??   

Before we knew it, the week was 
over, and it was time to come back 
home … or so we thought.  We were 
at the airport waiting for the flight 
from Baltimore to arrive to take us to 
Nashville where we would pick up our 
connecting flight to Las Vegas.  
Didn’t happen!!  Because of the 
stormy weather in Baltimore, by the 
time we would arrive in Nashville, our 
flight to Vegas would have already 
been on its way.   

So, Ruth Ann called her brother 
and sister-in-law, and we went back to 
their house for one more night.  We 
did manage to get home the following 
day, though.  I had such a great time!  
I think the next time this group gets 
together, I’m definitely going to go, 
too!   

Not to be outdone by her cousins, 
another one of the Kesling’s amazing 
grandchildren, 12 year-old Emerson 
Cromwell, who lives in Ohio, is 
spotlighted this month!  Her 
cheerleading squad won the national 
championship in Columbus, Ohio and 
this is a picture with their 
championship jackets.  

Emerson facing camera 

Emerson facing camera 
This is her first year of 

participating and she is the center 
support for everyone, among other 
things.  It’s all kind of amazing.  They 
were totally surprised when they 
nailed everything, since they were just 
hoping to get through the routine 
without any mishaps.  Placing was in 
their wildest dreams. 

Thank you to those 
who shared your 
experiences.  So long for 
this month! 

Your friend, 
Maxwell

 

Emerson facing camera 

Ron, Ruth Ann, Bob, Gwen, Janet, Ted 

The Price of Freedom 
In “What Did He Die For?” Twila Paris reminds us why 

we observe Memorial Day—and why we worship Jesus as our 
Savior. The first verse tells of a 21-year-old soldier fighting for 
America’s freedom during World War II. The second verse 
recalls another young man, many centuries prior, sent by his 
Father to win eternal freedom from sin for the entire world. 

The chorus offers this challenge: 
“What did He die for when He died for you and me,  
Made the sacrifice so that we could all be free?  
I believe we will answer each to heaven  
For the way we spend a priceless liberty. 
Look inside and ask the question, What did He die for?” 

Memorial Day challenges us to live so as to honor the 
sacrifices made by members of the military.  We value our 
freedom because of the heavy price people have paid for it. 
Likewise, every day we’re challenged to live so as to honor 
Jesus’ supreme sacrifice. He calls us to spend our “priceless 
liberty” using our blessings to bless others. 
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Interim Thoughts/Prayers 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Pastor Tom Anderson 
 

Mother’s Day 
I loved my Mom. Her first name was Sylvia. She was lovely, 
smart and engaging. When she died in 1994, a part of me died 
with her. Still to this day I seek her wisdom. Diane’s Mom, 
Doris, is going to be 100 years old in early July. She was 
reared on a farm in Indiana and maintains the values of faith 
and family to this day. She lives in a retirement home in Santa 
Fe where Diane makes several visits each year. Moms! They 
are so special. We will celebrate Mother’s Day on May 14 at 
Holy Spirit. 

The Desert Mothers 
Over the last few decades, the Church 
has discovered the writings of the 
Desert Mothers. These spiritual gems 
come from the remarkable Christian 
women who lived in the 4th and 5th 

centuries in Africa, Palestine and 
Syria. They devoted their lives to 
prayer, often living in harsh and 
difficult conditions.  In some cases 
they were hermits. 

They began the monastic tradition for women, which survive 
to this day. 

So much of what is happening in spiritual renewal these days 
is about such discoveries. It seems that in many ways those 
who lived more than 1,000 years before us sought and found a 
wisdom often lacking in our modern day. Their story is about 
letting go of worldly cares, centering on Christ each day and 
learning that less is indeed more. 

Theodora of Alexandria 
One such Desert Mother was 
Theodora of Alexandria. She is 
thought to have been the wife of a 
4th century Roman Prefect of 
Egypt who followed her faith 
toward Christ into the desert, 
finally dressing as a man in order 
to enter a monastery. She is 
celebrated for being a colleague 
of Archbishop Theophilus of 
Alexandria, one of the Fathers of the Church, and for being 
consulted by many followers about the monastic life. She 
wrote: 

We must strive to renew the soul not in that which is 
external and deceptive but by paying special attention to 
that which is internal. 
Love stillness. One who is not attached to the vanities of 
this world is strengthened in soul by stillness. Abstinence 
and silence, prayer and reading cleanse the mind. 

Ponder Mother Theodora’s words for your life. They’re so 
simple. Even in a great metropolis like Las Vegas those 
ancient words ring true. Pay attention to that which is internal. 
Learn to love the stillness. 

Blessings on all of you, 

Pastor Tom

  

June Congregational Meeting and 
Constitution Amendments 

Our June 25, 2017 
Congregational Meeting will be 
held at 9:40am in the sanctuary.  
In addition to electing four (4) adult 
church council members and one 
(1) youth representative, receiving 
council and team reports, receiving 
an update on our financial condition 
and receiving an update on our 
Transition and Call process, we will 

also be voting on nine (9) pages of constitutional amendments 
resulting from the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.  These 
are all necessary to bring our constitution current with the 
ELCA Churchwide Model Congregation Constitution.  None 
of the amendments are Holy Spirit Lutheran originated. 

Beginning May 1, 2017 and continuing through June 25, 2017 
a complete breakdown of the nine (9) pages of amendments 
reflecting word “strikeouts” and new word “insertions” will be 
available to you for your review on the Holy Spirit website – 
holyspiritlasvegas.org.  

Should you desire a printed copy of the nine (9) pages, you 
may pick up a copy at the welcome center in the narthex or 
request a copy from the church office.  More detailed 
information about this process is available on the cover sheet 
of the proposed amendments. 

 

 
Keith Hopkey  

Council President   
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Community ~ Outreach ~ Financials

I 

 
Opportunity for you to serve Christ 
in your Neighbor…. 

Family Promise was 
created in response to 
the growing need to 
provide shelter, meals, 
and comprehensive 
support to families temporarily 
without homes.  The program unites 
religious congregations to assist 
homeless families.  Each host church 
provides accommodations and meals 
for three to five families for one week.  
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 
participates twice a year.   

Volunteers in the Family Promise 
program provide homeless families 

with basic human needs – shelter, 
safety, and sustenance – with a spirit 
of warmth and hospitality.  Churches 
become temporary homes in which 
families are treated as guests and are 
accepted as they are. 

Beginning Sunday MAY 7, 2017, 
HSLC will host these families.  There 
are many volunteer opportunities. 
Meals – Prepare a dinner meal for our 
guests, hosts and yourselves, serve 
(5:15pm) and socialize during the 
meal. 
Evening Hosts – Greet our guests 
(5pm) and socialize, help with 
homework, watch TV and share in the 
dinner meal (until about 8pm). 
Overnight Hosts – Arrive at church 
(8pm) – socialize with the guests until 
bedtime (9pm) – leave in the morning 
after serving them breakfast (the 
guests are picked up around 6:45am). 

Food 
Donations – 
We provide 
breakfast and 
lunch for our 
guests – we need milk, juice, cereal, 
yogurt, bread, bagels, muffins, lunch 
meat, cheese, fruit, chips, and dessert.   

There will be a signup sheet in the 
narthex, and items should be brought 
to the kitchen by noon on Sunday, 
May 7, 2017. 
Laundry – On Sunday, May 14, 2017 
there will be sheets, blankets and 
towels to be laundered.  Please take 
home a bag or two and return the 
clean linens to the church. 

Please sign up on the chart in the 
narthex or see Sharon Barnard or 
Terri Veach-Geiger for our contact 
information. 
 

Sharon Barnard

 

The Stewardship Team invites everyone 
to a luncheon and movie event, Sunday 
May 21 after the 11:15 service, 
(approximately 1pm).  Please help us 
celebrate all the gifts shared with Holy 
Spirit this year (ministries, financial, 
prayers, etc.). Hope to see you there. 

Ann Taylor 
 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL STANDINGS March 2017 Year-t0-date 

Ministry Program Income $  26,639.87 $  82,034.46 
 

Ministry Program Expenses $  20,492.77 $  68,477.08 

Difference $    6,147.10
 2,795.322,029.94 

$  13,557.38 
 

Debt/Building Income $    3,985.00 $  12,941.00 
 Debt/Building Expenses $    6,573.00 $  19,719.00 

Difference $  - 2,588.00 $   -6,788.00 
 

NET INCOME $    3,559.10 $    6,779.38 
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces ~

 

 Jim Cassidy 5/1 
 Sue Mayer 5/1 
 Dave Johnson 5/3 
 Charlene Mikkelsen 5/5 

Phil Butler 5/9 
Jennifer Vaughn 5/9 
Conner Callaway 5/12 
Keith Quirk 5/12 
Sue Rastello 5/12 
Sheila Caison 5/13 
Kimberly Nickerson 5/13 
Ron Isaacs 5/14 

 Caroline Trunoske 5/15 
 Shenia Clark 5/16 

Ken Anderson 5/17 
Carol Beasley 5/22 
Chuck Callaway 5/22 
Leslie Zak 5/23 
Mike Jolls 5/27 
Donna Lawhead 5/27 
Bill Wilderman 5/31 

 

Steve & Thelma Esteban 5/4/67 
Jeff & Carol Rinta 5/5/73 
Terry & Mary West 5/8/63 
Tyrone & Nicole Powell 5/13/00 
Michael & Karen Harris 5/25/96 

 

Notes—— 
Letters—— 
Info—— 
Directory 
 Changes—— 

From: Ella Cady & family 

Your kindness and sympathy at this 
time are more deeply appreciated than 
any word of thanks can every express. 

 

 

 

Diane, Pr. Tom & Sally 
Magnuson at Martin's Mart 

Eric Ryan reciting Isaiah 
55:1-11 at Easter Vigil 

Pr Tom displaying Bronze Star awarded to Dick 
Moyer, with Patti Moyer & Krissy Kerr 

A fitting honor to our risen Savior - as Dick Moyer was 
leaving the church Easter morning, he noticed a dove 
perched atop our rooftop cross.  “That’s the Spirit!” 
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WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  8:45 Church Office/702 645-1777 
 11:15 Ann Taylor/ 702 639-0163  Altar Guild: Clare Levin/702 460-6220  

 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
MAY 2017  

 May 6/7 May 13/14 May 20/21 May 27/28 

 

TIMES     

5:30pm 
Jay & Eileen 

Miers 
Sue Mayer 

Joanne Engler 
Cindy White 
Ruby Collins 

Jimmy & Nancy 
McDonald 

8:45am 
Keith & Jackie 

Hopkey 
Stan Tsui 
Ray Betts 

Jim & Patti 
Cassidy 

Rich & Marsha 
Stephenson 

11:15am 
Ann Taylor 

Sharon Manning 
Bill & Sharon 
Wilderman 

Jennie Zweifel 
Thelma Esteban 

Merna Mobley 
Karen Dunn 

      

 

5:30pm 
Jay & Eileen 

Miers 
Sue Mayer 

Joanne Engler 
Cindy White 
Ruby Collins 

Jimmy & Nancy 
McDonald 

8:45am 
Michael McMahan 
Matthew McMahan 

Terry & Mary 
West 

Gordon Bogner 
Dick Moyer 

Terri Veach-Geiger 
Carol Townsend 

11:15am 
Michael & Karen 

Harris 
Ann Taylor 

Sharon Manning 
LaShone Manning 

Karen Dunn 
Dwight & Judi 

Hempel 

      

Assisting 
Minister 

 

5:30pm Mark Myers Don Cleveland Faye Bastarache Dick Kovach 

8:45am Charlie Kesling Amy Trunoske Marsha Stephenson Devra Betts 

11:15am Jennie Zweifel Linda Middleton Karen Harris Jen Anderson 

      

Acolyte 11:15am Shamika Manning Thaddeus Nance Jeremiah Anderson Daniel Vaughn 

      

Child Assts 8:45am 
Leilani Hanisch 
Gaverial Rinta 

 

Julius Quarnstrom 
Bella Quarnstrom 

Brian Caison 
Douglas Caison 

Laurelei Ryan 
Kjetil Ryan 

      

 

Prepare Clare Levin Sally Magnuson Mirium Tsui Clare Levin 

5:30pm Faye Bastarache Faye Bastarache Faye Bastarache Faye Bastarache 

8:45am Thao McMahan Sally Magnuson Mirium Tsui Barbara Butler 

11:15am Ann Taylor Jennifer Vaughn Jen Anderson Sharon Manning 

      

May 2017 SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
May 7, 2017 4th Weekend of Easter Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10 
May 14, 2017 5th Weekend of Easter Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14 
May 21, 2017 6th Weekend of Easter Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21 
May 28, 2017 7th Weekend of Easter Acts: 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11; John 17:1-11 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6

12p Senior Meals 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Mighty Prayer 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals NarAnon Step II 9a-4p

6p Kid Song 9:30a Women in  Group 6:30p Adult Choir 2p Rejoice Band

NarAnon 6p   the Spirit 12p Senior Meals Narcotics Anon 6:30p 5:30p Traditonal
12p Senior Meals 6:45p 'Come & Be'   Worship
6:30p Fellowship Team  Worship

7p Handbells

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Summerlin Ringers guest 12p Senior Meals 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Mighty Prayer 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals Tole Painters 10a
8:45a Contemporary Genealogy Writers 5p 9:30a Women in  Group 12p Executive Comm 2p Rejoice Band

   Worship 6p Kid Song   the Spirit 12p Senior Meals 1p Staff Meeting 5:30p Traditonal
10a Sunday School/ NarAnon 6p 12p Senior Meals 6:45p 'Come & Be' 6:30p Adult Choir   Worship
   Confirmation Genealogy Group 6p 7p Handbells  Worship Narcotics Anon 6:30p
11:15a Traditional
   Worship

Iglesia Cristiana Rey       
 De Reyes 6p

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

8:45a Contemporary NEWSLETTER 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Mighty Prayer 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals 10a Scrapbookers/
   Worship DEADLINE 9:30a Women in  Group 6:30p Adult Choir Miniature Group
10a Sunday School/ 12p Senior Meals   the Spirit 12p Senior Meals Narcotics Anon 6:30p 2p Rejoice Band

   Confirmation 6p KidSong 12p Senior Meals 6:45p 'Come & Be' 5:30p Traditonal
11:15a Traditional NarAnon 6p 7p Handbells  Worship   Worship
   Worship

Iglesia Cristiana Rey
 De Reyes 6p

MOTHER'S DAY

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:45a Contemporary 12p Senior Meals 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Mighty Prayer 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals 2p Rejoice Band

   Worship 6p KidSong 9:30a Women in  Group 6:30p Adult Choir 5:30p Traditional  
10a Sunday School/ NarAnon 6p   the Spirit 12p Senior Meals Narcotics Anon 6:30p  Worship
   Confirmation 11a Collators 6:45p 'Come & Be' 

11:15a Traditional 12p Senior Meals  Worship

   Worship 6:30p Church Council
1p Stewardship Lunch 7p Handbells
  & Movie

Iglesia Cristiana Rey ASCENSION
 De Reyes 6p

28 29 30 31
8:45a Contemporary MEMORIAL DAY 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Mighty Prayer
   Worship Office Closed 9:30a Women in  Group
10a Sunday School/ 12p Senior Meals   the Spirit 12p Senior Meals
  Confirmation 6p KidSong 12p Senior Meals 6:45p 'Come & Be' 
11:15a Traditional NarAnon 6p 7p Handbells  Worship
   Worship `

Iglesia Cristiana Rey
 De Reyes 6p

"That's the Spirit"

May 2017
Holy Spirit Events & Activities

F   A   M   I   L   Y      P   R   O   M   I   S   E 

June 4 - plan to attend a congregation informational meeting at 9:40am for presentation and 
interactive discussion of our completed Ministry Site Profile 

15



OUR MISSION 

Changing Lives with  
Faith and Hope.  

 

COWPOKE COOKIES 

1 ½ cup all-purpose flour    2 large eggs 
2 teaspoons baking powder   2 teaspoons vanilla 
2 teaspoons baking soda    1 ½ cup oatmeal 
1/2 teaspoon salt      1 ½ cup dark chocolate chips 
1 ½ stick unsalted butter, very soft  1 cup sweetened coconut flakes 
3/4 cup white sugar     1 cup chopped pecans 
3/4 cup brown sugar packed 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
2. In a large bowl, mix flour, chocolate chips, 

oats, coconut and pecans with a wooden 
spoon.  

3. In another bowl, mix together sugars, butter, 
eggs, vanilla, salt, baking powder, and baking 
soda until well combined. 

4. Stir wet mixture into the dry mixture. 
5. For each cookie, drop ¼ cup of dough onto 

cookie sheet sprayed with cooking spray, 
spacing 3 inches apart. 

6. Bake 17-20 minutes, until edges are lightly 
browned. 

7. Remove to rack to cool. 
 

Food for the Spirit 


	0517pg01Events_c
	0517pg02DoveTales_c
	0517pg03CouncilPresident_c
	0517pg04TransitionTeam_c
	0517pg05Worship&Music_c
	0517pg06ChildrensMinistry_c
	0517pg07Youth&Family_c
	0517pg08Fellowship_Prayers_c
	0517pg09Maxwell_c
	0517pg10Maxwell_c
	0517pg11InterimThoughts_c
	0517pg12Community_Financials_c
	0517pg13BitsnPieces_c
	0517pg14WorshipAssts_c
	0517pg15MayCalendar_c
	0517pg16FoodfortheSpirit_c

